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West Af r i ca .  However, a p a r t  from t h e  one squadron which they  had a l 
ready g iven  t h e  French toward t h e  b u i l d - u p  of a French A i r  Force ,  t h e  
e n t i r e  p r o j e c t  was i n  the  hands of the  United S t a t e s .  

7. BOMBING OF PLOESTI 
Af te r  r e a d i n g  a pa rag raph  on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  t he  PRESIDENT asked 

how far  the  P l o e s t i  o i l  f i e l d s  were from North Afr ica .  

GENERAL McNARNEY r e p l i e d  t h a t  P l o e s t i  was 895 m i l e s  from Tobruk 
and 875 miles  from Aleppo. 

THE PRIME MINISTER asked  when i t  was env i saged  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  
proposed ope r a t  ion.  

GENERAL NcNARWEY s a i d  t h a t  i t  should  be  accomplished e i t h e r  i n  
June o r  e a r l y  J u l y  because  of t h e  e x c e l l e n t  weather  c o n d i t i o n s  which 
o b t a i n  i n  those  months, and a l s o  because a blow s t r u c k  then would co

i n c i d e  wi th  t h e  summer campaign i n  Russ i a .  He s a i d  i t  would r e q u i r e  
two 8 - 2 4  groups  t o  be taken  From t h e  Uni ted  Kingdom f o r  a p e r i o d  of 

about four  weeks, t h a t  i s ,  two weeks p r i o r  t o  mounting t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
and two weeks a f t e r  i t  had been  comple ted .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  one B-24 
group on i t s  way t o  the  United Kingdom would be d i v e r t e d  t o  t h i s  opera
t i o n  and thus be about two weeks l a t e  i n  i t s  a r r i v a l  i n  Great  B r i t a i n .  

He s a i d  t h a t  o f f i c e r s  w i th  s p e c i a l  s i g h t s  f o r  low l e v e l  bombing which 
would be r equ i r ed  f o r  t h e  a t t a c k  on P l o e s t i  were now on t h e i r  way t o  
England and North A f r i c a  t o  g i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  the use of t h e s e  

s i g h t s .  Those going  t o  North Af r i ca  were t o  p re sen t  the p lan  t o  t h e  
Comnander i n  Chief,  A l l i e d  Force Headquar te rs ,  who was t h e n  t o  submit 
h i s  canrents  t o  the Combined Chiefs of S t a f f .  

S I R  CHARLES PORTAL s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were two c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  which 
were of paramount importance i n  dec id ing  whether the  proposed bombing of 
P l o e s t i  should be under taken .  The f i r s t  was whether  o r  n o t  a i r c r a f t  

should  be  d i v e r t e d  from pre-HUSKY p r e p a r a t i o n .  The B r i t i s h  Ch ie f s  of 
S t a f f  were d o u b t f u l  i f  th is  should be done. The second c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
was t h a t  u n l e s s  t h e  ope ra t ion  was f u l l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  i t  would make c” 

sequent  o p e r a t i o n s  from more s u i t a b l e  b a s e s ,  which might l a t e r  beco 
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a v a i l a b l e ,  more d i f f i c u l t .  This  could be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  

de fenses  t h a t  t h e  enemy would i n s t a l l .  He added, however, t h a t  s i n c e  
t h e  p r i z e  was so g r e a t  and because of weather c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  
should be thoroughly explored before  a dec i s ion  was made. 

GENERAL MARSHALL s a i d  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  was a f a i r  degree o f  success ,  

an a t t a c k  aga ins t  P l o e s t i  would be a s tagger ing  blow t o  the  enemy, prob
ably  the  g r e a t e s t  s i n g l e  blow tha t  could be s t ruck .  

THE PRESIDENT p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  even i f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  were n o t  

s u c c e s s f u l ,  i t  would r e s u l t  i n  d i v e r t i n g  cons ide rab le  German a n t i - a i r 
c r a f t  equipnent from the  Russian Front .  

THE PRIME MINISTER then asked t h e  Chiefs  of S t a f f  t o  cons ider  t he  
subjec t  repor t  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of the  d i scuss ion  tha t  had taken p l ace ,  with 
a view t o  making appropr i a t e  amendments. 

S I R  ALAN BROOKE informed t h e  Prime Min i s t e r  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  sub

m i t t e d  i n c l u d e d  o n l y  those  d e c i s i o n s  which had been agreed upon t h u s  
f a r .  They were s t i l l  t o  be r e l a t e d  wi th  the  resources  t h a t  a r e  a v a i l 
able .  When t h i s  was done, t h e  items which had been considered would be 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  a f i n a l  r e p o r t ,  which would be  submi t t ed  on Monday. 

THE PRESIDENT c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a news r e p o r t  conce rn ing  t h e  

German evacuat ion of Norway and suggested t h a t  t he  s t a f f s  might consider  
what a c t i o n  should be taken i n  the  event such repor t  proved t r u e .  

THE PRESIDENT and THE PRIME MINISTER both  expressed t h e i r  g r a t i 

f i c a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  work accompl ished  by t h e  Combined C h i e f s  of 
S t a f f  and regarding the  dec i s ions  which had been reached. 

THE PRIME MINISTER s a i d  t h a t  what appea led  t o  him most was t h e  
s p i r i t  o f  t h e  o f f e n s i v e  t h a t  permeated t h e  p a p e r ,  and t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  

which i t  made f o r  t h e  f u l l  u t i l i z a t i o n  of ou r  t r o o p s  and r e s o u r c e s .  
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